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June 28, 2007

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

Department of Health and Human Services

P.O. Box 8012

Baltimore, Maryland  21244-1850

Attention:  CMS-1539-P Medicare Program:  Hospice Wage Index for Fiscal Year 2008, Clarification of Selected Existing Regulations and Policies
The National Association for Home Care & Hospice (NAHC) is the largest national organization in the United States representing hospices and home care agencies and the thousands of caregivers and patients they serve.  We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the proposed Hospice Wage Index for Fiscal Year 2008 and Clarification of Selected Existing Medicare Hospice Regulations and Policies.  NAHC circulated the proposed Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) changes and clarifications in an E-Newsletter to members and in Caring Magazine which has a distribution of approximately 30,000 (all hospices, home health agencies and hospitals in the United States).  

The comments NAHC received from hospices expressed the belief that the changes and clarifications were reasonable and NAHC agrees with this perspective.  There were comments that the reimbursement rate for the inpatient respite level of care is very inadequate as has been pointed out in the Government Accountability Office October 2004 Report Medicare Hospice Care Modifications to Payment Methodology May Be Warranted.  The GAO’s analysis of hospice costs and payments concluded that the inpatient respite level of care reimbursement was 53 percent lower than costs in 2000 and 61 percent below costs in 2001.  This trend has not changed.  The hospice continues to
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provide visits, drugs, supplies, etc. as needed in addition to paying the facility more than the hospice inpatient respite reimbursement rate.  As CMS is serious about making things clear and rational regarding the general inpatient level of care, they should also want to make the respite level of reimbursement rational so that at least the costs involved are covered.
Thank you again for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

Janet E. Neigh
Janet E. Neigh

Vice President for Hospice Programs
